Robotic ships to the rescue

Nearly one year after the Deepwater Horizon disaster — in which cleanup technologies could only collect 3% of the spill —
the environmental organization Open Sailing has developed an automated fleet of drones called Protei that promises
better results at lower cost. Moreover, its open-hardware policy means anyone is welcome to modify, produce, and distri-
bute the design.
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Unlike most boats with the rudder
in the back, Protei’s rudder is in the
front, and its flexible hull bends to
turn, just like the movement of an
animal.
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rapid deployment B Unmanned, no human exposed to toxins.
M Sail semi-autonomously M Green and cheap, sailing upwind captu-
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BY ITS LONG, HEAVY TAIL. H easy to manufacture toxic substances in urbanized waterways.
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