
REQUEST OF INFORMATION  
 
SENT TO: 

• ISCO International Spill Control Organization: Contact form 
http://www.spillcontrol.org/Joomla/index.php?option=com_contact  

• UNEP Global Marine Oil Pollution Information Gateway  
Baltic Sea: helcom@helcom.fi 
Northeast Atlantic: secretariat@ospar.org 
Mediterranean: unepmedu@unepmap.gr 
 

• IPIECA The global oil and gas industry association for environmental and social issues, Contact 
form http://www.ipieca.org/contact; Technical Director: Rob Cox rob.cox@ipieca.org  
 

• EMSA European Maritime Safety Agency, Pollution Preparedness & Response Secretariat 
information@emsa.europa.eu  

 
• REMPEC Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea, 

rempec@rempec.org, Mr. Gabino Gonzalez Deogracia, Preparedness and Response Unit 
 
• EURO SPILL ASSOCIATION: Contact form 

http://www.eurospill.eu/index.php?option=com_contact&Itemid=3  

• NOFO Norwegian Clean Seas Association For Operating Companies: ovg@nofo.no  

• ECRC Eastern Canada Response Corporation: general_info@ecrd.ca 

• CLEAN CARIBBEAN & AMERICAS: Contact form http://www.cleancaribbean.org/contact.cfm  

• ALASKA CLEAN SEAS: Contact form http://www.alaskacleanseas.org/contact-us/ 

• AUSTRALIAN MARINE OIL SPILL CENTRE: amosc@amosc.com.au  

• GLOBAL RESPONSE NETWORK: Judith Roos, GRN Co-ordinator roos@msrc.org  

• OIL SPILL RESPONSE: london@oilspillresponse.com  singapore@oilspillresponse.com 
 
 
MESSAGE: 
 
Subject: Integration of NEW techniques for marine oil spill clean-up in contingency planning  
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am writing to enquire about the integration of NEW techniques for marine oil spill clean-up in contingency 
planning and response.  
 
My name is Patrizia Scalas and I am part of the Protei team, a group of scientists and engineers both from 
industry and academia who are designing a fleet of robotic, unmanned sailboats (sailing drone) with 
articulated hulls able to drag a long, oil-absorbent boom. The project is in the Research & Development 
phase: the 9th prototype of the oil collecting sailing drone is being tested now. For more information about 
the project, please refer to the Protei Handbook available at http://protei.org/download/20110831press-
kit/handbook/Protei-Handbook-web.pdf. 
 
While the prototyping is in progress, we are trying to get a general understanding on how a new technique 
for marine oil spill clean-up is included in a contingency plan (maybe in the list preferred response 
techniques) and, thus, used in case of need. We are interested in answering this question at all levels of 
emergency response (tier 1, tier 2, tier 3). Of course we understand that practices may vary very much 
across the different countries, but we would like to depict the whole picture at international/regional (e.g. 
European) level for the moment.  
 
Trying to be more specific about the information we are trying to collect, here there is a list of questions that 
we hope you could help us answering: 

- Is there any standard, guideline or best practice about the testing of new oil spill technique?  



- Are oil spill technologies certified (for example as “best available and safest technologies”)? Is there 
any regulation about certification of oil spill technology? Any organization in charge of the 
certification?  

- Once the new technique is tested to be effective (and maybe certified), what is the process (iter) that a 
new technique for oil spill clean-up usually follows in order to be included in the list of 
“approved/preferred response techniques” of a contingency plan?  

- What is the process that a new technique for oil spill clean-up usually follows in order to be among the 
options made available by a response organization/contractor? 

 

Thank you very much for taking the time to learn about Protei and read through our request. Looking forward 
to hearing from you soon, 

Patrizia Scalas 
 
 



REPLY FROM IPIECA 
 
From: Cox, Rob, IPIECA  
To: Patrizia Scalas  
Sent: Thursday, April 26, 2012 12:48 AM 
Subject: RE: Integration of NEW techniques for marine oil spill clean-up in contingency planning  
 
Patrizia, 
 
I am unable to open the link. 
 
- Is there any standard, guideline or best practice about the testing of new oil spill technique? There are few 
standards. There are plenty of guidelines and best practices on contingency planning (refer for example to 
ITOPF, IPIECA, OSRL, etc..) 
- Are oil spill technologies certified (for example as “best available and safest technologies”)? Is there any 
regulation about certification of oil spill technology? Any organization in charge of the certification? There is 
no certification body for oil spill practices. Certain techniques could be regarded as BAT or BATNEEC at the 
time they are introduced.  
- Once the new technique is tested to be effective (and maybe certified), what is the process (iter) that a new 
technique for oil spill clean-up usually follows in order to be included in the list of “approved/preferred 
response techniques” of a contingency plan? There is no formal process. The selection of approaches 
depends on local conditions and circumstances, and the contingencies that are being catered for. It will be 
different for shipping versus upstream, and in different geographical areas with different meterological 
conditions, different crudes, whether inland, estuarine, or marine, whether local regulations permit the use of 
dispersants, sensitivities of the receiving environment, etc. In other words, contingency planning processes 
identifies likely scenarios and ensures the pathways and resources for those scenarios are available and 
practiced. However, many deployment decisions are made locally at the time of the incident and dozens of 
factors are taken into account. 
- What is the process that a new technique for oil spill clean-up usually follows in order to be among the 
options made available by a response organization/contractor? 
You would have to conduct trials, write papers, and generally establish the validity of the technique and the 
circumstances under which it is applicable. Then you have to sell it to response contractactors. 
 
 
Sorry I am unable to spend more time on this (you’ll appreciate we have hundreds of designs and initiatives 
suggested every year). Suggest you contact the Oil Spill response organizations. 
 
Good luck. 
 
OIL REPOSNSE ORGANIZATIONS TO CONTACT: 
 
From: Cox, Rob, IPIECA  
To: Patrizia Scalas  
Sent: Thursday, April 26, 2012 11:43 AM 
Subject: RE: Integration of NEW techniques for marine oil spill clean-up in contingency planning  
 
UK: OSRL 
US: MSRC, CCA, SERVS/Alyeska 
Australia: AMOSC 
 



REPLY FROM REMPEC: 
 
From: Gabino Gonzalez  
To: patrizia.scalas@gmail.com  
Sent: Thursday, April 26, 2012 6:03 AM 
Subject: RE: Integration of NEW techniques for marine oil spill clean-up in contingency planning  
 
Dear Ms. Scalas,  
 
Thank you for contacting REMPEC. Please find below elements of response to your questions. 
I hope this information will be of assistance.  
 
Best regards,  
 
Gabino Gonzalez 
Programme Officer 
REMPEC - Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response Centre for the Mediterranean Sea 
Maritime House, Lascaris Wharf, Valletta, VLT 1921, Malta 
Tel: +356 21 337 296/7/8 
Fax: +356 21 339 951 
24-hour Emergency No: +356 99 497 978 
ggonzalez@rempec.org 
www.rempec.org 
 
 

 
From: Patrizia Scalas [mailto:patrizia.scalas@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, April 26, 2012 4:57 AM 
To: Rempec 
Subject: Integration of NEW techniques for marine oil spill clean-up in contingency planning  

Dear Mr. Gonzalez Deogracia, 
 
I am writing to enquire about the integration of NEW techniques for marine oil spill clean-up in contingency 
planning and response.  
 
My name is Patrizia Scalas and I am part of the Protei team, a group of scientists and engineers both from 
industry and academia who are designing a fleet of robotic, unmanned sailboats (sailing drone) with 
articulated hulls able to drag a long, oil-absorbent boom. The project is in the Research & Development 
phase: the 9th prototype of the oil collecting sailing drone is being tested now. For more information about 
the project, please refer to the Protei Handbook available at http://protei.org/download/20110831press-
kit/handbook/Protei-Handbook-web.pdf. 
 
While the prototyping is in progress, we are trying to get a general understanding on how a new technique 
for marine oil spill clean-up is included in a contingency plan (maybe in the list preferred response 
techniques) and, thus, used in case of need. We are interested in answering this question at all levels of 
emergency response (tier 1, tier 2, tier 3). Of course we understand that practices may vary very much 
across the different countries, but we would like to depict the whole picture at international/regional (e.g. 
European) level for the moment.  
 
Trying to be more specific about the information we are trying to collect, here there is a list of questions that 
we hope you could help us answering: 

- Is there any standard, guideline or best practice about the testing of new oil spill technique?  

New oil spill techniques are tested by each company or government according to their respective 
procedures. For instance, in France, equipment can be tested at Cedre who is equipped with a set of tools to 
test various techniques. For more information please consult their website (http://www.cedre.fr/en/cedre/our-
tools.php). Other countries would follow their own procedure. There is no international or regional standard 
for testing equipment set up at the time being. As regards use of dispersant and testing dispersant procedure 
you may wish to consult our guidelines 
(http://www.rempec.org/admin/store/wyswigImg/file/Information%20resources/Guidelines/RIS%20D2%20(Di
spersants)/EN/Mediterranean%20Dispersants%20Guidelines%20Part%20I,%20II,%20III%20&%20IV%20.zi



p.zip) which provide examples of national procedure, at international level guidelines are currently being 
developed on the basis of the Mediterranean guidelines.  

- Are oil spill technologies certified (for example as “best available and safest technologies”)? Is there 
any regulation about certification of oil spill technology? Any organization in charge of the 
certification?  

You may wish to contact CEDRE for further information on the French certification and any related 
international standards (ISO).  

Contact details 

715 rue Alain Colas  
CS 41836  
29218 BREST CEDEX 2 
France  
 
Opening times: Monday - Friday, 8:30-12h30 and 13:30-18:30  
 
Tel: + 33 (0)2 98 33 10 10  
Fax: + 33 (0)2 98 44 91 38  
Email: contact@cedre.fr 

 

- Once the new technique is tested to be effective (and maybe certified), what is the process (iter) that a 
new technique for oil spill clean-up usually follows in order to be included in the list of 
“approved/preferred response techniques” of a contingency plan?  

Once again this will depend on the national procedures 

- What is the process that a new technique for oil spill clean-up usually follows in order to be among the 
options made available by a response organization/contractor? 

This should be done on an individual basis, I suggest you to contact directly response organization. A list of 
response organization can be found on http://www.ukspill.org/members-list.php?viewContractors=TRUE 

 

Thank you very much for taking the time to learn about Protei and read through our request. Looking forward 
to hearing from you soon, 

Patrizia Scalas 



REPLY FROM EMSA 

 
From: MACPHERSON Ann (EMSA)  
To: Patrizia Scalas  
Sent: Friday, April 27, 2012 11:34 AM 
Subject: RE: Integration of NEW techniques for marine oil spill clean-up in contingency planning  
 
Dear Ms Scalas, 
 
Thank you for your email and the information on the development of the Open Source Sailing Drone. 
 
You are correct in your assessment that practices vary greatly across the different EU countries. EMSA does 
not collect copies of the National Contingency Plans (NCPs) of European Member States. Some countries 
publish their NCPs on the internet and these may be found on a case by case basis. You may also find some 
relevant information in our inventories of Member States pollution response policies and operational 
capacities. 
 
These inventories are: 
 

· Inventory of national policies regarding the use of oil spill dispersants in the EU (2010) 
http://www.emsa.europa.eu/operations/marine-pollution/87/618.html 
 

· Inventory of EU Member States Policies and Operational Response Capacities for HNS Marine 
Pollution 2010 http://www.emsa.europa.eu/operations/marine-pollution/87/1148.html 
 

· Inventory of EU Member States Oil Pollution Response Vessels (2009) 
http://www.emsa.europa.eu/operations/marine-pollution/87/487.html  

 
Please note that all matters regarding (marine) pollution response are under the authority of the EU Member 
States and vary substantially. 
 
With regard to your specific questions: 

- Is there any standard, guideline or best practice about the testing of new oil spill technique? NO 

- Are oil spill technologies certified (for example as “best available and safest technologies”)? Is there 
any regulation about certification of oil spill technology? Any organization in charge of the 
certification? NO 

- Once the new technique is tested to be effective (and maybe certified), what is the process (iter) that a 
new technique for oil spill clean-up usually follows in order to be included in the list of 
“approved/preferred response techniques” of a contingency plan? To my knowledge, there are no 
established procedures. Certain EU countries may however have established procedures for 
chemical agents used in (marine) pollution response. You can find more information on this in the 
dispersant inventory mentioned above. 

- What is the process that a new technique for oil spill clean-up usually follows in order to be among the 
options made available by a response organization/contractor? There are no established procedures 
for this, certainly not at EU level and not to my knowledge at EU Member State level.  

 
Best regards, 
 
Ann Macpherson 
 



REPLY FROM ISCO 
 
From: "John McMurtrie" <john.mcmurtrie@balbithan.com> 
To: "Patrizia Scalas" <patrizia.scalas@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, April 27, 2012 3:44 PM 
Subject: Re: spillcontrol.org: New techniques for oil spill clean-up 
 
 

Dear Patrizia, 
 
Thank you for your email and attachment (which took a long time to download) 
 
I shall try to answer your Qs 
 
- Is there any standard, guideline or best practice about the testing of new  
oil spill technique? 
 
I don't think so, but there are some organisations that carry out testing of  
equipment. For example, ASTM http://www.astm.org/ 
 
In the UK, the Warren Spring Laboratory used to evaluate technologies for  
spill response but this organisation no longer exists. In France some work  
has been done by CEDRE and it's likely that some other countries do have  
facilities to do this kind of work. 
 
In the USA testing and evaluation of equipment can be carried out at OHMSETT  
in New Jersey but manufacturers have to pay for this to be done. Some  
government departments (for example, the USCG R&D Center) may consider  
funding such work if it appears to be appropriate and budgets are available. 
 
Some other countries (for example, Korea) have good testing / evaluation  
facilities but policies under which work may be undertaken are not known to  
me. 
 
- Are oil spill technologies certified (for example as "best available and  
safest technologies")? Is there any regulation about certification of oil  
spill technology? Any organization in charge of the certification? 
 
I am not aware of certification for oil spill technologies any relevant  
regulations. 
 
- Once the new technique is tested to be effective (and maybe certified),  
what is the process (iter) that a new technique for oil spill clean-up  
usually follows in order to be included in the list of "approved/preferred  
response techniques" of a contingency plan? 
 
I don't think there is any such list. As far as testing is concerned, there  
are some organisations (for example DNV) that will witness specific tests of  
equipment and certify results of a testing programme. 
 
- What is the process that a new technique for oil spill clean-up usually  
follows in order to be among the options made available by a response  
organization/contractor? 
 
Following successful trials manufacturers will launch new products on the  
market. 
 
I have some doubts regarding the viability of your project. Sorbents are  
generally not effective with persistant oil pollution (for example,  
tarballs, tarmats). 
 



Once non-persistant oils have spread on the sea surface in a thin film,  
skimming is not usually practicable because of the poor rate of encounter.  
The capability of nature to clean-up should not be underestiomated. After  
all, oil is a natural product and natural mechanisms - evaporation, dilution  
of soluble components, dissipation by wave action and degradation into  
carbon dioxide and water through bacterial action - take place rather  
quickly without need for application of dispersant. 
 
Best regards 
 
John McMurtrie 
Secretary, ISCO 
 



REPLY FROM CLEAN CARIBBEAN & AMERICAS (CCA) 
  
From: Skip Przelomski  
To: patrizia.scalas@gmail.com  
Cc: Tech Staff  
Sent: Tuesday, May 08, 2012 10:27 AM 
Subject: Protei Project 
 
Patrizia…Thank you for the link to the Protei Project in your email. The concept is definitely unique, however, 
the actual real world application during an oil spill incident will be difficult. The towing of sorbent boom or 
sweeps through an oil “sheen” is usually a final polishing operation not a primary response tool to a major oil 
“slick”. 
 
Good luck with your project! 
 
Regards, 
 
Skip Przelomski 
Senior Technical Advisor 
Clean Caribbean & Americas 
2381 Stirling Road 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312 
Tel: (954) 983-9880 
Fax: (954) 987-3001 
Mob: (954) 658-1317 
Web: www.cleancaribbean.org 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


